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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves viacorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism will be to seek through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service 


to patriotism and to God. 





Labor and Religion 


The battle of truth against decep- 
tion, justice against selfishness, is 
never ending and exists everywhere. 
Some weeks ago in Fargo, N. Da- 
kota, the clergymen of all faiths 
learned that workers on strike were 
unjustly represented. The clergymen 
appealed to the newspapers to pub- 
lish a statement which would pre- 
sent their findings to the commun- 
ity. But the newspapers, subservi- 
ent to the voice of advertising, flatly 
refused to let the ministers be 
heard, even when they offered to 
buy advertising space. The ministers 
then arranged to print 10,000 hand- 
bills stating the facts they had 
found behind the strike. After this 
the newspaper accepted a paid ad 
by the ministers but buried it under 
the small type at the bottom of a 
page with a snide article alongside 
which questioned the veracity of the 
clergymen. But this city did learn 
the meaning of the church — and 
its right to speak on moral decisions. 

This strike was concerned with 
women laundry workers employed 
at wages which would be consider- 
ed indecent in most business com- 
munities in America. Yet here men 
tried to silence the church when it 
spoke out in favor of decency and 
fairness. The first step in the com- 
ing of nazism, and one of the pre- 
liminary moves of the Communists, 
is the effort to muffle the voice of 
the church. It does happen here. 





THE GEOGRAPHY OF HUN- 
GER: A new and encouraging the- 
ory on over-population in famine 
areas of the world is convincingly 
expounded by Dr. Josue de Castro, 
noted scientist and leader in the 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the UN. His book The Geogra- 
phy of Hunger (Little Brown) re- 
ports on studies which indicate that 
populations increase abnormally 
among underfed peoples, while pop- 
ulations stabilize normally among 
the adequately fed peoples. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


AR AND THE PEOPLE: One of the ways in which the common 

people are swindled in the business of war is in the settlement of 
war debts and pre-war obligations. After World War I, representatives of 
the Allied Governments and their leading banking officials met to adjust 
the German reparations and war debts. With what we still believe was a 
magnanimous Christian gesture, the Allied negotiators made great con- 
cessions to the Germans and most of the reparations and war debts were 
eventually cancelled. It must be remembered, however, that the Ameri- 
can taxpayer had to shoulder the burden of the billions of dollars of debts 
the Germans would never pay. 

IN THE MEANTIME, settlement was also made on the bonded 
indebtedness of the pre-war Kaiser Government. These German Govern- 
ment bonds, which had been sold through German banking institutions to 
American investment houses before World War I, were considered sep- 
arately from the German war debts and reparations. The American and 
British Finance Commission demanded that the new German Govern- 
ment honor the old German Government’s indebtedness and pay up to 
the last penny to the New York and London investment houses — to 
maintain “international credit.” The banks of America and Britain were 
very agreeable to the generous settlement of the German war debts as 
long as the American taxpayer paid the bill, but the American and British 
bankers saw to it that any money involved with the Germans that was due 
New York and London banks must be paid in full! 


AFTER WORLD WAR II, the same thing has happened. As Sen. 
Guy M. Gillette has courageously pointed out before congressional com- 
mittees, Uncle Sam has given West Germany over $3 billion in economic 
aid.Then, at a recent London conference, U. S. Government representa- 
tives and their banking associates agreed to wipe out most of the war ob- 
ligations of the West Germans, with the American taxpayer holding the 
bag as after World War I. But at the same time, under pressure of New 
York and London banking interests, agreements were made with German 
representatives to make good on all of the pre-war German indebtedness 
held by American and British banks to stabilize “international credits” 
once more. In the U. S. these bonds were originally placed with the Mor- 
gan banking groups, who made substantial profits in handling the bonds 
on the investment market. It does not seem to affect “international 
credits” for the American taxpayers to carry not only the terrible load of 
our own war costs but also to accept the loss of repayment on German 
obligations. As long 4s the New York and London financial houses are 
reimbursed for their participation in the war, with a profit, then every- 
thing is apparently lovely! We are not begrudging the investment houses 
their holdings or their profits; the question is what will happen to the 
banks when the taxpayer gives up— as they have in other countries? 
The whole subject has been taboo in the usual press channels, and in 
Congress — except for a few brave voices which may be heard again in 
the next session. 


UR HISTORIANS have long held that free public schools are the 
cornerstone of a free society. Free, in this instance, not only means 
free of cost to the pupil and thus available to all, but it also includes 

freedom of the mind, freedom of inquiry, freedom to search for truth. 
AS THE NEW SCHOOL SEASON GETS UNDER WAY, in- 
creased attacks against the public schools are being organized by the 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Nonviolent Revolution 


India continues to move through 
what will likely be recorded as the 
most remarkable peaceful revolution 
in history. Great land reforms have 
been instituted without violence, 
millions of acres surrendered by 
wealthy landowners and distributed 
to the landless peasants on an equi- 
table basis — the former owners to 
be reimbursed for their property 
over a period of years. (See BTL, 
Apr. 15 & Aug. 1 for more details.) 

U.S. Ambassador Chester Bowles, 
who had been highly successful in 
winning back India’s friendship to- 
ward the United States, has ac- 
complished miracles for American 
trade interests in the Indian areas of 
Asia despite the sneers that are 
lifted against him by the right-wing 
die-hards in this country. He has 
had a very vital part in the promo- 
tion of this transition in a nation so 
large that its population includes 
almost one-fifth the human race. 

American news channels have 
carried little about these peaceful 
changes in India, nor have they 
brought many details of the dramat- 
ic aftermath of the desperate lunge 
to power by the Communists in In- 
dia. Quick to see that the land re- 
forms and other peaceful changes 
were robbing them of any chance 
to win the Indian masses, the Com- 
munist members of the Indian Par- 
liament made speeches boasting that 
they were prepared to take the land 
from the landlords and shoot them 
— and to do so promptly — with- 
out the tedious process of the land 
reformers. But the influence of 
Gandhi’s great mission of nonvio- 
lence has become a religion among 
the Indian people —to the point 
that news of the Communist threat 
caused a great revulsion against 
communism everywhere. To live 
with nonviolence is a holy tradition 
among millions of Hindus, to have 
guns secreted in one’s possession a 
barbaric violation of that ideal. 


When the Reds made their threat, 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Nonviolent Revolution 
(continued) 
Nehru and his adjutants immediate- 
ly charged them with possessing 
hidden arsenals of firearms. It was 
not necessary for the Government 
to determine where the guns had 
come from. The revulsion against 
the Communists swept India, bring- 
ing disrepute to the Communists. 
A few days later, Prime Minister 
Nehru, speaking on the occasion of 
India’s fifth anniversary of inde- 
pendence before great throngs from 
the ramparts of the old Fort of 
Mogul Emperor Shah Jahan, de- 
nounced those in India who would 
“tear the nation asunder by a bloody 
and violent struggle to achieve their 
ends.” Nehru with tact but great 
forcefulness denounced communism 
and declared India’s determination 
to steer her course clear of ail such 
violent ways of life as practiced 
by the Marxists and thus to avoid 
the tyrannies that Marxism brings. 
Because Nehru favors state con- 
trol of industry, which will mean a 
mixed economy, half capitalist and 
half Socialist — he is held up in de- 
rision by some of the popular com- 
mentators who speak for the finan- 
cial and industrial cartels of this 
country. But history is recording 
how Gandhi's teachings and Nehru’s 
administrative patience and skill 
have done more to save Asia from 
the Communists than armies, navies 
and bombers could ever accom- 
plish. What destroyed China was 
that China had no Gandhi and has 
found no Nehru. 





WOMEN’S RESPONSIBILITY: 
More women in public office is the 
goal of the Americanism campaign 
of the General Federation of Wom- 
en’s Clubs. A program for engineer- 
ing the election and appointment of 
women to public office has been 
undertaken, and in an article on the 
subject for the October issue of the 
Federation’s magazine, the chair- 
man, Mrs. John L. Whitehurst, 
states that women with leisure time 
should no longer waste their abili- 
ties just playing cards or going to 
tea parties, but rather should inform 
themselves on and participate in 
public affairs. She named India, 
France and Japan as countries hav- 
ing more women in national legis- 
lative bodies than this country. 





Psychological Strategy 

Admiral Alan G. Kirk, former 
U. S. Ambassador to Russia, is 
the new chairman of the American 
Committee for the Liberation of the 
Peoples of Russia, and he has also 
been selected by President Truman 
to direct the Psychological Strategy 
Board. As we have reported pre- 
viously, Admiral Kirk, since his 
recent return from Moscow, has 
urged a larger recognition of the 
fact that most of the Russian people 
are not Communists but are instead 


the first victims of communism and 
(eontinued third col., THIS page) 





X-Ray and Foreeast — (continued) 


enemies of American public education. There are several of these anti- 
public school organizations —the one most frequently heard from is 
The National Council for American Education, headed by Allen Zoll, 
professional anti-Semite, whose previous organization, American Patriots, 
Inc., was designated as Fascist by the Department of Justice during the 
war years. Zoll’s National Council for American Education has been also 
branded by leading educators of the country as a dangerous and vicious 
attack on traditional freedom of truth and education in our public schools. 
Yet Zoll’s outfit often wins the cooperation of such patriotic conservative 
groups as the DAR, the American Legion, etc., although the National 
American Commission of the American Legion itself has cited Zoll’s 
organization as a primary example of anti-Communist “fakers and frauds.” 

HERE’S WHAT IS REALLY HAPPENING: The ultra-conserva- 
tive elements in individual communities often become irritated when an 
educator speaks up for non-segregation in public schools; or dares to 
emphasize the benefits that have been derived in many areas from public- 
owned power facilities; or gives a fair and honest picture of the Social- 
ist movements in the world and the difference between the socialism of 
Sweden, Denmark and England and the communism of Russia; or teaches 
the history of Marxism and communism in a fair and honest light, just 
as Hitlerism is now studied as a historical fact. All authorities on educa- 
tion agree that, regardless of one’s personal opinions, none of these views 
can be excluded from an educational system if young people are to be pre- 
pared to meet the issues of their day. To keep young people from knowing 
the history of communism would be comparable to telling medical stu- 
dents they must not study the origins of cancer or the nature of TB. 

But when a build-up of antagonisms exists in this way between the 
educators and the ultra-conservatives of a community, the field is wide 
open to the professional enemies of the public schools. Such men as 
Allen Zoll come in and make a “survey,” then call upon the obstructionist 
leaders of the community with the statements they have gathered about 
the educators and teachers in question, usually misquoting in sly ways, 
lifting their statements out of context, but setting up these statements as 
“proof” that the educators are communistic. “Prof. A or Miss X has said 
that public power developments have been known to be beneficial, to 
raise the standard of living. Russia has public power, therefore, Prof. 
A or Miss X is a Red.” Or “Prof. A or Miss X said that all races are 
absolutely equal in terms of science, therefore should have equal rights, 
opportunities, freedoms; Marx taught the same thing, therefore, Prof. A 
and Miss X is a Marxist.” (The fact that Christ taught absolute brother- 
hood also isn’t considered, or that the same childish process of reasoning 
could also deduce that, since Prof. B teaches the law of gravity, he is 
therefore a Communist. But the beribboned gentlewomen of the DAR, 
or the Legionaires and such other groups do not seem to use logic or 
common sense in these instances. 

It is likewise not difficult for enemies of the public schools to en- 
list the support of those clergymen in the Catholic church who make it 
their professional duty to smear the public schools, as they promote and 
raise money for the parochial school program. 

THE UNDERLYING TRUTH is that the professional public 
school enemies play chiefly upon the sentiments of the wealthy reaction- 
ary citizens who hate and fear Prof. A and Miss X because they are a 
menace to the status quo; their teachings disturb people about the 
wages which Negroes and Mexicans get in the fields and lumber yards and 
laundries. They are disturbed over what the superintendent of schools 
said about the cheap shack area that pays the highest rentals in town — 
on investment. The superintendent, who has dealt with the delinquency 
of that area, has the boldness to suggest a housing project — which of 
course looks socialistic to those who are collecting rents on the shacks 
and firetraps. 

So Mr. Zoll and his ilk have no trouble raising money from 
the irate citizens of wealth for a “crusade to save our educational system 
from a nest of left-wingers.” The anti-public school “crusaders” make a 
sizable profit for themselves, while fine educators in the community either 
get fired, or leave in disgust, and the schoo! system is left in a shambles of 
shame, fear and hatreds. All the way from Pasadena, California, to Scars- 
dale, N. Y., this pattern has repeated itself in varying degrees. 

BECAUSE OF SUCH EXPERIENCES The National Educational 
Association, America’s leading educational body, representing nearly 
800,000 of our million teachers, principals and school superintendents, 
has been fighting back most effectively, especially through their organi- 
zation, The National Commission for Defense of Democracy Through 
Education. We urge our readers to fix these names in their minds in order 
to recognize the literature this group is sending out —and distinguish 





it from the propaganda of Zoll’s National Council for American Educa- 
tion, which is a professional anti-public school organization. The National 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Psychological Strategy 


(continued) 

should be used by us, through all 
the means at our command, to de- 
stroy the tyranny that opposes them 
and threatens the world peace. 

The American Committee for the 
Liberation of the Peoples of Rus- 
sia, Which Admiral Kirk now heads, 
has been organized to aid all the 
Soviet exile groups in a united prop- 
aganda struggle against the Stalin- 
ist regime. A private organization, 
it has effectively helped the Voice 
of America in making contacts be- 
hind the iron curtain, and in im- 
proving the Voice radio broadcasts, 
and it is now building its own large 
radio transmitter near Munich, Ger- 
many, for broadcasts to the Soviet 
Union. The President’s Board of 
Psychological Strategy operates in 
the same field but in close alliance 
with the military services. It will 
mean much to the cause of peace to 
have an officer of Admiral Kirk’s 
stature leading these enterprises. 

“THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE are 
obviously tired of Red propaganda,” 
states veteran observer Drew Mid- 
dleton. “They are becoming espe- 
cially resentful of the hate-America 
campaigns that are being poured 
upon them.” Students of Russian 
behavior are becoming convinced 
that the average Russian’s mind 
has become so inured to propa- 
ganda that only actual events can 
penetrate it. He simply pays no at- 
tention any longer to the blare of 
the endless official broadcasts. 
There is obviously a withdrawal of 
interest in all official Soviet publi- 
cations, a withdrawal the average 
Soviet citizen expresses “by draw- 
ing into family life, escaping into 
their gardens and family festivities.” 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE are 
often warned of the growing Rus- 
sian navy. But the Washington Post 
on Aug. 2 quoted the former chief 
of the German U-boat staff and 
one of the world’s leading subma- 
rine experts, Admiral Eberhard 
Godt, who scoffed at the threat of 
the Russian navy. The submarine 
arm of the Russian navy especially 
is being greatly overrated by the 
West, says the noted submarine 
commander. “We had many inti- 
mate contacts with the Soviet crews 
and their ships during the war; their 
equipment was inadequate and their 
officers and men poorly trained. 
The Russian is a brave and skillful 
fighter on land, but he is not ex- 
perienced on the sea, nor is he a 
good mechanic,” emphasized Ad- 
miral Godt. The modern submarine 
is one of the most highly developed, 
difficult electronic mechanisms in 
the world and also demands much 
experience with the sea; the Russians 
have had comparatively little exper- 
ience with either electronics or the 
sea. Admiral Godt estimates that it 
will take several generations to de- 
velop adequate crews for a real 
undersea arm. 





Realism & Civil Defense 

Federal Civil Defense officials 
have estimated that, if an atom 
bomb should be dropped on the 
average American city, the dead 
would number from 40,000 to 
100,000 and have to be_ buried 
within 48 hours. This is no exag- 
geration, for the Hiroshima bomb 
killed over 80,000 — and present 
A-bombs are far superior in de- 
structive force. Civil Defense au- 
thorities consider it impossible to 
plan for identification of these 
dead; there would be no time for 
relatives and friends to seek out 
their own for if 40,000 bodies were 
laid in two rows for such a survey, 
the line, estimated the Associated 
Press, would be 20 miles long. The 
CD plan is to assemble the bodies 
in the nearest vacant area, take 
from each any identification papers 
and place in a plastic bag tied to 
the body, then have mass burials 
performed with earth-moving ma- 
chinery. The CD authorities advise 
that this be done within a few 
hours of the bombing because of 
sanitation problems and also to get 
the dead out of sight for reasons of 
public morale. Caskets could not be 
provided in such quantities, but 
olive drab plastic sheets will be pre- 
pared to wrap bodies for burial. CD 
officials are planning to ask the 
next Congress for an appropriation 
for a million of these shrouds. 
Identification could be undertaken 
at the end of the war. 

Little aid for the badly wounded 
can be attempted since all medical 
facilities will have to be concen- 
trated on those who are still on 
their feet and can yet be effective 
in defense efforts. With 40,000 to 
80,000 dead, the injured will total 
100,000 to 150,000 or more. Food, 
shelter and tools for those who can 
help start a city’s life going again 
and restore war factories promptly 
— these are the values that must 
come first in a modern war that 
will know no frontiers, no safety 
zones, no protected areas. Civil De- 
fense officials are working on these 
plans with discretion, for it has 
been hard enough to get the CD 
program going at all— without 
frightening people away by the ac- 
tual facts behind their activities. 

Engineers, city officials, health 
officers, funeral directors, etc., are 
being called to Washington for a 
consultation on these CD matters. 

ON THE BRIGHTER SIDE of 
the picture are other facts that 
should also be told to the Civil De- 
fense workers. First, that there is no 
evidence whatever that prepara- 
tions are being made any place in 
the world for such an attack upon 
American cities — and such an op- 
eration, with all it would entail, 
would be too big to hide. Second, 
there are no Civil Defense pro- 
grams in Russia, no preparations 


being made to care for victims of 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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We are losing much ground in our struggle with communism be- 
cause we will not face the nature of the Marxist appeal. In plain 
words, they take what we urge as the ultimate aims of God's kingdom 
—and which we often do little in a practical way to accomplish — 
but they offer to fulfill these aims here and now. However, human 
society cannot be changed so quickly and unalterably without vio- 
lence, oppression and tyranny, so the Communists freely admit the 
use of these forces. We make much of their evil excesses but often 
dodge the fact that their basic premise is but a distortion of the aims 
and promises emblazoned on our banners. To meet their violence 
with more violence, their tyranny with the surrender of our freedom 
to military extremism and political fanaticism, will bring us no vic- 
tory. Inasmuch as we devote ourselves to the fulfillment of God's 
kingdom here and now, we snatch the banner of leadership back from 
their hands. 








X-Ray and Foreeast — (continued) 


Commission for Defense of Democracy Through Education is the fight- 
ing front of The National Education Association and legitimately repre- 
sents the teachers, principals and school superintendents of America. 


HE WHOLE SYSTEM OF AMERICAN EDUCATION is now 

caught up in a desperate struggle, as every informed person knows 
and which we have forecast and reported for years. Many politicians feel 
that to get votes they must whoop it up against communism and drain the 
country’s resources away from the schools and other vital institutions 
of our society —in order to pour unlimited funds into the maelstrom of 
war. Did you ever hear of a candidate campaigning in favor of spending 
more money for our schools? 

A recent survey released by the N. Y. Times revealed that an 
alarmingly high proportion of American schools were woefully under- 
staffed and overcrowded and operating with antiquated and inadequate 
equipment. Only a fool would claim that America could mainiain her 
strength solely with a great army, air force and navy, while allowing mil- 
lions to emerge into adulthood with poor educations and insufficient prep- 
arations for the decisions that will govern their own lives and the destiny 
of their nation. But that is exactly the condition into which we are 
rapidly moving. 


N YOUR OWN COMMUNITY, all these elements in some degree are 

present. You can have a part in the significant struggle by informing 
yourself on local school problems, by letting the teachers and educators 
of your community know where your concern, influence and loyalties lie. 
Still better, you can offer yourself in any way you are fitted to serve in 
the defense of public education and the promotion of better education 
in your community. 


This is not to deny that there have been failures and shortcomings 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Realism & Civil Defense 


(continued) 
atom bombs in Moscow and Lenin- 


grad, where many American ob- 
servers in diplomatic and news serv- 
ices are alert for such indications. 
Third, the Russians are concentrat- 
ing their energy now on many 
great non-military projects that will 
absorb for years ahead all the ex- 
tra materials and energies available. 
Fourth, the outstanding character- 
istic of all Russian military prepara- 
tions — planes, ships, tanks, new 
weapons, etc. — are almost entire- 
ly in terms of defensive strength; 
little is being done in the prepara- 
tion of either men or materials that 
could be effectively used in a long- 
range attack. Between The Lines 
has quoted many _ authoritative 
sources in past months on these 
facts, including leading military 
tacticians and authorities on Rus- 
sia. (May | and July 1.) 


RESPONSIBILITY FOR GI il- 
legitimate children in Japan is at 
last being recognized in this coun- 
try. Estimates of the number of 
these children run from 100,000 to 
200,000. No official census has 
been taken and American Army au- 
thorities prefer that none be at- 
tempted. While most of these chil- 
dren have been accepted in the 
mothers’ families, the problem of 
support has become a critical issue 
in thousands of Japanese homes 
and much ill will has resulted from 
the fact that no provision is being 
made by American authorities to 
assist in bearing this burden. The 
child of recognizable mixed parent- 
age in Japan faces many problems, 
as elsewhere in the world. 

The problem broke into the 
open in this country when the noted 
Japanese woman leader, Mrs. Ta- 
maki Uemura, wrote an open let- 
ter on the subject to the wife of 
General Ridgeway. Some efforts 
are now being made to provide care 
for those Eurasian children who 
have been abandoned by both par- 
ents. In the meantime, over 9,000 
GIs have married Japanese girls, 
another fact that the Army does not 
care to publicize. A short while ago 
the Army propaganda presented all 
Japanese as yellow apes; now, in 
trying to build good public rela- 





tions at home among American 
mothers, wives and_ sweethearts, 


they have to explain away these 
records of illegitimate GI children 
and GJ-Japanese marriages. 


WHERE FOOD COMES FROM: 
Four meetings planned by Ohio 
farm and city women aimed at ex- 
plaining what it takes — and costs 
—to get food to the city table; 
while farm women had a chance to 
learn more about commercial pro- 
cessing and retail marketing prob- 
lems of distributors. Sponsoring the 
project were Farm Bureau women, 
Chamber of Commerce officials, 
CIO members and Co-op groups. 














Religious Tensions 


American Protestant leaders are 
finally taking a stand against the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy practice 
of considering all marriages of 
Catholics and Protestants which are 
not officially endorsed and solemn- 
ized by the Catholic Church as il- 
legal and of no standing in the 
eyes of the church. 

As all well-informed persons 
know, a Protestant, in contracting 
such a marriage, must surrender all 
spiritual rights in the home and in 
relationship to the children. Catho- 
lic canon Jaw declares that when 
such requirements are not met — 
not only is the marriage “illegal” 
in the eyes of the church but that 
children born of such wedlock are 
“illegitimate.” Protestants have long 
resented such attitudes by the Cath- 
olic hierarchy in America as a de- 
filement of American traditions of 
personal freedom and therefore bas- 
ically unconstitutional. 

After 


years of such feeling 
among American Protestants, reso- 
lutions concerning intermarriage 
with Catholics have at last been 
passed by several large Protestant 
denominational groups. These warn 
Protestants against contracting mar- 
riages with Roman Catholics “un- 
der the conditions imposed by mod- 
ern Roman Catholic canon Jaw.” 
Other Protestant denominations are 
expected to take action on similar 
resolutions. Pastors are being asked 
to stress the paramount duty of 
each parent to see that the child 
receives spiritual instruction fully 
representative of the religious life 
of the home and that the Protes- 
tant parent emphatically should re- 
assert his or her right to a spiritual 
representation in the family and 
resist any outside pressures to the 


contrary, no matter from which 
source they should arise — Prot- 
estant or Catholic. 

VATICAN AND PERSECU- 


TION: When Jews have been per- 
secuted in the past, all press chan- 
nels have been open to their cries 
of distress, and world sympathy has 
quickly responded. When Catholics 
have suffered imprisonment or op- 
pression behind the iron curtain, 
headlines have hailed their martyr- 
dom. But the most ironic 
cruelties of our day is that when 
Protestants are likewise persecuted, 
their churches burned or dynamit- 
ed, their homes stoned and Protest- 
ant leaders beaten and killed, such 
news is usually suppressed or play- 
ed down, even in Protestant Amer- 


one oO! 


ica — except for a few notable ex- 
ceptions. The wave of persecutions 
which have occurred in Colombia, 


South America, since January of 
this year has been reliably reported 
in the N. Y. Times, the N. Y. Her- 


ald-Tribune and a few other pa- 


pers, but ignored by the press and 
radio at large. Moreover, U. S. Em- 
, THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast —_ (continued) 


in American education. Leading educators feel keenly the need of better 
teachers and better methods. The schools have made mistakes; in some 
areas progressive methods were carried to extremes. But by and large 
the American school system has achieved the greatest miracle in history 
in terms of making truth and knowledge available to all people. The cor- 
rection of mistakes in public education must be done by those who under- 
stand and believe in the democratic way of life — not by the saboteurs 
and professional hate mongers. 


(Sommunism IN THE SCHOOLS: There have been Communists in 
the schools, and we believe that any member of the Communist party 
or promoter of revolution by violence should be excluded from the teach- 
ing profession. But the number of Communists in our educational world 
has been greatly exaggerated and wilfully misrepresented by the enem‘es 
of the public school system and by the reactionary elements of our press 
and radio who are virtually committing treason against American democ- 
racy by so often lending their voices to the anti-public school professionals. 

HEADLINES HAVE BEEN FLARING over the testimony of 
Dr. Bella V. Dodd, former communistic educator, when she appeared be- 
fore the congressional committee. Most headlines made it appear that our 
school systems are saturated with Communist and left-wing influences, 
according to Miss Dodd’s testimony. But the record of her testimony reveals 
that there are 1,500 teachers in the U. S. whom she believes to be Com- 
munists. In the first place, that is 1,500 out of over a million teachers. 
What the press-at-large did not reveal is that Miss Dodd continued to say 
that most of these 1,500 center in the metropolitan areas of New York, 
where so many foreign elements are still most articulate in community life. 
She testified that, after subtracting those in metropolitan N. Y. and Chi- 
cago, less than 500 Communist-influenced teachers could be found in the 
thousands of other American schools, colleges and universities through- 
out the country. Thus, when her statement is read in detail, divorced 
from the distortions of the headlines, the situation is not alarming, but 
remarkably reassuring! The destruction of American public education is 
not being brought about by the Communists but by those who are using 
fear of communism as a weapon to attack all reasonable progress and to 
promote race hatreds and to foster prejudices and to promote their own 
selfish interests. 


PARALLEL SITUATION exists in regard to textbooks and the 

American library system. In a growing number of American com- 
munities, the same insidious destructive efforts have been made to limit 
what a citizen may read in his public library and to control what his child 
may read in textbooks at school. The self-appointed censors of the text- 
books and libraries are, in educations and backgrounds, usually unfit to 
judge what is good in educational material or in literature. Yet they fer- 
ret out paragraphs or sentences that speak of public power benefits, slum 
clearance, the scientific basis for race equality — and charge the authors 
with being socialistic or communistic, much in the same fashion as they 
attack the educators. These self-appointed committees of vigilantes would 
patrol the textbooks and libraries, tell the people what they may read and 
what their children may learn. Nothing in Moscow or in Hitler’s Berlin 
could be much more contrary to the traditional American spirit. In nu- 
merous American cities and communities these developments have often 
taken place as accompaniments to attacks on the public schools. 

But this is a field of tension and conflict where every Christian lay- 
man can render valiant service as a defender of truth and the best of 
America’s traditions of freedom. If you would like to follow through 
with detailed reading on this subject, go to your public library and look 
up the following articles: in McCalls for September, the report by John 
Bainbridge; in the N. Y. Times, July Sth, the report on the library and 
textbook situation as well as on the educational dilemma; also see the N.Y. 
Times, June 28, September 9th, May 26th; and the U. S. News for Sep- 
tember Ist. 


HAT YOU CAN DO: There is only one way to have better schools 

and better libraries — and to improve the entire texture of our dem- 
ocracy — and that is for more honest and concerned citizens to inform 
themselves on their local political situation and take an active part in local 
political affairs. And in undertaking such civic obligations, keep in mind 
that you will need patience and staying power, as well as diligence in dig- 
ging for facts, and skill in negotiating and working with those with whom 
you may not agree. The average honest citizen often becomes disgusted 
with the slow cumbersome methods of working through committees and 
boards and councils and far too often drops out in disgust. That is just 
what the political racketeers want you to do. That is how they get their 
power and keep it — by wearing out the reformers. The more concerned 
citizens there are at this level, the harder it is for the professional racket- 
eers — or just the side you don’t agree with — to take over. 


Religious Tensions 


(continued) 
bassy officials have submitted docu- 
mentary evidence to Washington 
concerning the attacks on Protes- 
tant property and personnel associ- 
ated with American citizens engag- 
ed in Protestant work in Colombia. 

But most important of all—what 
has been the Vatican’s reaction to 
all this? First, the Pope issued a 
proclamation urging all Christians 
of Colombia, S. A., to live in Chris- 
tian love and brotherhood. Evi- 
dentally events caught his holiness 
off balance, for soon after this proc- 
lamation of brotherhood, which all 
the world rejoiced to hear, the Vati- 
can newspaper, L’Observatore Ro- 
mano, which is accepted as the 
voice of the Vatican throughout the 
world, began to deny that any Prot- 
estants are suffering any place un- 
der Catholic domination and to la- 
bel all such charges as a “campaign 
of disparagement against the Ro- 
man Catholic hierarchy!” The Vati- 
can’s concept of Christian brother- 
hood is apparently that the Protes- 
tants must be silently tolerant of the 
intolerance of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy and its voiceless agents 
— the priests. 

Since the Pope has refused to 
recognize the suffering of Protes- 
tants in South America, as reported 
—are we to assume that he will 
soon endorse the position of the 
Spanish Cardinal Segura, who has 
been demanding that Franco cease 
all toleration of Protestants in 
Spain? Cardinal Segura recently 
charged Franco with “betraying the 
church” because Franco was per- 
mitting American influence to less- 
en the generalissimo’s ardor in 
stamping out Protestantism in 
Spain, which the Cardinal insists is 
the constitutional right of the 
church. This is important because 
Cardinal Segura is one of the top 
officials of the world hierachy. 

The courageous, enlightened 
stand of American Catholic Jead- 
ers in openly denouncing Cardinal 
Segura for his intolerance has been 
reported previously (BTL, Au- 
gust 1). Segura in turn has accused 
the enlightened American Catholics 
of wandering from the faith, has 
made it plain that loyalty to the 
Roman church requires that there 
must be no toleration of Protes- 
tants. The Cardinal is also demand- 
ing that the Vatican make known 
its endorsement of the Cardinal’s 
position. When it is realized that 
the College of Cardinals, which 
rules the Roman Catholic Church, 
is made up chiefly of Italians and 
Spaniards, the significance of this 
attitude within the church becomes 
evident. (For more details, see N. Y. 
Times, Aug. 15; N. Y. Herald- 
Tribune, Aug. 21.) American Prot- 
estants owe much to the demo- 
cratic-minded American Catholic 
leaders who have challenged the 
leadership of Segura. 


